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9.1 Overview

The Western province plays a dominant role
in the economic growth of the country and
however, during the last decade its
contribution has been reduced while the

Table 9.1: Contribution to
GDP by Province (%)

contribution from Southern, Central, Northern | Frevince 20002008 2014 20157
and Eastern Provinces is at an increasing

tfrend. Physical and social infrastructure Western 49.6 45.4 42,0 1.2
facilities are unevenly spread in the country. Southern 9.4 105 10.8 10.4
The most developed core regions are also lies Central 9.4 9.8 104 10.3
in the Western Province. Most of the Northermn 2.2 3.2 3.6 3.5
economic activities such as industry, trade, Eastern 45 5.6 5.8 6.0
commerce and services take place within this North Central 3.9 47 5.1 5.4
region. All regional cities in the country are North Western 10.4 9.9 10.7 11.0
connected to the prime city of Colombo Uva 3.9 45 5.0 5.2
directly rather than to other regional centers. Sabaragamuwa 6.7 6.4 6.7 7.0

Therefore, value addition to the production
does not take place in regional centres (. o orsilanio
leading to create regional disparities. * Provisional

Figure 9.1: Contribution for GDP by
During the last decade, the average growth Province (%)
of Sri Lanka is around 6.3 percent and also 0
during the next half of the decade, the
Government has planned to keep the growth
rate around 6.6 percent. In the mean time, it
is important to assure a spill over impact 30 1

50 -+
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across all strata of the society. It is also vital to 20 - 2008
create equity and equality in the society. 10 I = —m 2014
However, the following table indicates that o
specific measures need to be implemented in B T T Y D N S
(zf’@ N ¢ (4@& «“5& Q;zi;' (,e&‘ ef}'z © ,,§°\\'
order to create such spillover impact or N N &S &
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equity in the future.

Source: Dept. of Census & Statistics

Table 9.2: Selected Social Indicators - 2014

. Poverty G.CE. G.CG.CE. Access to pipe Access to Maternal Infant Unemployment

Frovinee HCR (%) ©/L) (A/L) born Water Electricity Mgg:lci;ry Mggﬂw rate

2012/13 pass Rate (%) Pass Rate (%) (% population (% households) (per 100,000 (per 1,000 2014

live birth)* live birth)*

Western 2.0 71.9 60.1 58.7 100 31.6 9.0 3.7
Central 6.6 65.9 59.8 49.7 Q8 41.8 11.3 4.3
Southern 7.7 73.0 62.1 53.9 100 39.1 7.6 5.9
Northern 10.9 64.1 64.1 9.3 Q4 43.8 14.3 5.3
Eastern 11.0 66.7 61.8 47.2 Q4 37.7 Q.1 4.9
North Western 6.0 70.4 59.7 24 Q7 29.9 11.2 4.4
North Central 7.3 65.2 59.1 47 Q8 46.0 9.5 3.3
Uva 15.4 64.8 61.9 42.2 Q7 31.0 8.8 2.9
Sabaragamuwa 8.8 68.2 64.9 22.7 Q9 38.0 Q.7 5.5
Sri Lanka 6.7 69.0 61.2 44.3 98.6 34.2 9.9 4.2

Source: Dept. of Census & Statistics, Department of Examinations, Ministry of Health
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9.2 Issues and Challenges

Regional disparifies in  poverty and
unemployment across the region are
considerably high

Prevalence of poverty pockets/traps

Inadequate contribution to GDP from
lagging regions

Prevalence of region specific health issues
(Ex: CKDu in North-Central, Eastern,
Southern, Uva etc), non-communicable
diseases and children malnutrition issues
across the regions

Mismatch between the labour market
demand and the vocational training
programmes in terms of relevancy, quality
and availability of opportunities in the
current job market

Lack of capacity in certain local
government institutions in providing locall
services efficiently

Lack of private sector participation (Local
Investors) for region specific development
inifiatives

Lack of empowerment of local
communities in tferms of participation for
community development activities
effectively.

Weak coordination in implementation of
decisions taken by Divisionall
Coordination Committee for
rehabilitation and maintenance of rural
roads, minor irrigation, rural bridges and
other common facilities which come
under the purview of  different
national/provincial institutions

Inadequate attention/interventions for
conservation of environment/ natural
resources (including water sources,
vilage forest areas, wetlands) especially
in disaster prone regions with community
participation

9.3 Policy Directions

Enhancing the living standards  of
communities to a decent level by identifying
regional potenfials, uniqueness and diverse
nature of resources and effectively utilizing
these resources

2017 - 2020

9.4 Key Strategies

. Improve infter-regional connectivity,
linking regions to the natfional economic
development process through establishment
of information  technology, fisheries,
economic, agriculture and tourism
development mega zones and a megapolis
in Western Province

e Strengthen  disaster risk  reduction
measures in disaster vulnerable areas with
the participation of communities

e Enhance the sustainability and
sustainable  utilization  of  resources
available at regional level for achieving
long term regional development targets

e Formulate and implement region or
district  specific  poverty  reduction
plans/programs  which are more
responsive for location specific factors
focusing existing poverty pockets and
lagging areas

e Promote private sector parficipation
(Local Investors) for region specific
development  inifiatives by  using
alfernative  financing methodologies/
concessionary  measures  (Ex: Public
Private  Partnerships  (PPP), Tapping
Capital Market...etc)

* Improve urban-rural connectivity/
accessibility for services and markets

e Establish appropriate mechanism to
empower local communities to
participate community  development
activities effectively

* Upgrade skills and quality of vocational
fraining programs in rural areas and
among small communities/villages
engaged in traditional crafts

e Enhance capacity development of Local
Government Institutions by infroducing
local government service delivery systems

e Strengthening coordination for
implementing decisions taken by the
divisional level in terms of rehabilitation
and maintenance of rural roads, minor
irrigation, rural bridges and other
common facilities which are owned by
different national/provincial institutions

* Enforce conservation of
environment/natural resources (including
water sources, Vvilage forest areas,
wetlands) especially in disaster prone
regions with community participation
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PUBLIC INVESTMENT PROGRAMME 2017 - 2020

Specific programmes/activities for implementing regional development strategies
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Western

Central
Southern
Northern
Eastern

North Western
North Central

Uva

X X X X X X X X

Sabaragamuwa

Source: Five Point Plan
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9.5 Medium Term Targets

e Reduction of poverty mainly in Northern,
Eastern and Uva provinces to national
average by 2020

e Develop all schools to eliminate regional
disparities in school education

* Increase the student intake by 50 percent
to vocational training and fechnical
education by 2020

* Reducing maternal mortality at least up
to current national average by 2020 in
provinces such as Central, Northern and
North Central

* Reducing infant mortality at least up to
current national average by 2020 in
provinces such as Central, Northern and
North Western

e Constfruction of 65 000 standard houses
for underserved settlers in urban areas

e Improvement of 50,000 rural sub standard
housing units annually

* Provision of housing with basic utilities to
65 percent of plantation families by 2020

e Completion of all the housing
requirement for resettled community by
2020

e Rehabilitation of more than 50 percent of
small and medium irrigation systems on a
priority basis

e Improvement of 3 000 km of rural roads by
2020
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